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CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 12990 
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TAGS: PINT, ELAB, ETRN, ETRD, SP 

SUBJECT: LEBANON SITS OUT ARAB LABOR BOYCOTT 

REF: BEIRUT 12829 

1. ICATU-DECIDED ARAB LABOR BOYCOTT OP US AND DUTCH SHIPPING, AIR 
TRANSPORT, AND GOODS WILL NOT RPT NOT BE CARRIED OUT IN LEBANON AT 
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2. FOR THE RECORD, ACCORDING TO GOL AND CONEEDERATION OE 
LEBANESE LABOR (CEL) SOURCES, ICATU HAS EXEMPTED LEBANON 
EROM APPLYING BOYCOTT PENDING EURTHER "STUDY " OE BOYCOTT'S 
ADVERSE EEEECTS ON LEBANESE ECONOMY. ICATU SECGEN 
ABDELLATIE BALTIE, AND EGYPTIAN, MADE EXEMPTION AFTER VISITING 
BEIRUT THIS WEEK TO MEET WITH BOTH CLL AND GOL OFEICIALS. 

THEY TOLD HIM BOYCOTT WOULD COST COUNTRY 90,000 JOBS AND 
EEEECTIVELY CUT LEBANON'S THROAT IN ECONOMIC TERMS. LEBNESE 
BELIEVE THEIR CASE WAS CLINCHED, HOWEVER, BY OUTCOME OE US- 
EGYPTIAN TALKS IN CAIRO, WHICH DECISIVELY UNDERCUT RATIONALE EOR 
INITIATING BOYCOTT. 

3. COMMENT: EXEMPTION GIVES CLL LOOPHOLE IT WANTED AND 
BARRING SUDDEN RESUMPTION OP ME WAR OR DETERIORATION US POSITION 
IN ARAB WORLD, WE EXPECT BOYCOTT THREAT CAN NOW BE LAID TO REST 
IN LEBANON. OUR LEBANESE SOURCES UNABLE FURNISH DETAILS AS TO 
WHETHER OR NOT DECISION ON EMBARGO WILL ACTUALLY BE 
IMPLEMENTED IN OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES. 

BUPPUM 
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